
ORDINANCENO. 1140

ANORDINANCEOFTHECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOF
COACHELLA, CALIFORNIA, AMENDINGVARIOUSSECTIONSOF
TITLE17 (ZONING) OFTHECOACHELLAMUNICIPALCODEIN
ORDERTOAMENDZONINGREGULATIONSREGARDING
COMMERCIALCANNABISACTIVITYFACILITIESANDRETAIL
CANNABIS BUSINESSESINORDERTOEXPANDTHEALLOWABLE
LOCATIONSANDINCREASETHENUMBEROFALLOWABLE
RETAILERS, MODIFYCURRENTZONINGREGULATIONSFOR
CANNABISACTIVITYFACILITIES, ANDMAKECONFORMING
AMENDMENTS.  

WHEREAS, pursuanttotheauthoritygrantedtotheCityofCoachella (“City”) by
ArticleXI, Section7oftheCaliforniaConstitution, theCityhasthepolicepowertoregulatethe
useoflandandpropertywithintheCityinamannerdesignedtopromotepublicconvenience
andgeneralprosperity, aswellaspublichealth, welfare, andsafety; and

WHEREAS, adoptionandenforcementofcomprehensivezoningregulationsandother
landuseregulationslieswithintheCity’spolicepower; and

WHEREAS, onNovember8, 2016, CaliforniavoterspassedProposition64, theControl,  
RegulateandTaxAdultUseofMarijuanaAct (“AUMA”), legalizingtheuseandpossessionof
cannabisandcannabisproductsbyadultsaged21yearsandolder; and

WHEREAS, onJune27, 2017, GovernorBrownsignedintolawSenateBill94, which
repealedthe MedicalCannabisRegulationandSafetyAct (“MCRSA”), includedcertain
provisionsofMCRSAinthelicensingprovisionsofAUMA, andcreatedasingleregulatory
schemeforbothmedicinalandnon-medicinalcannabisknownastheMedicinalandAdult-Use
CannabisRegulationandSafetyAct (“MAUCRSA” or “Act”); and

WHEREAS, MAUCRSAretainstheprovisionsintheMCRSAandtheAUMAthat
grantedlocaljurisdictionscontroloverwhethernon-commercialandcommercialcannabis
activitiescouldoccurinaparticular jurisdiction. Specifically, CaliforniaBusinessand
ProfessionsCodesection26200providesthatMAUCRSAshallnotbeinterpretedtosupersede
orlimittheauthorityofalocaljurisdictiontoadoptandenforcelocalordinancesthatcompletely
prohibittheestablishmentoroperationofoneormorebusinesseslicensedunderthestate
licensingauthorityandshallnotapproveanapplicationforastatelicenseforabusinessto
engageincommercialcannabisactivityifapprovalbythestatelicensewillviolatetheprovisions
ofanylocalordinanceorregulation. Statelicensingauthoritiesbeganissuinglicensesto
cannabisbusinessesbeginningJanuary1, 2018; and

WHEREAS, MAUCRSAestablishesaregulatorystructureforcultivation, processing,  
manufacturing, tracking, qualitycontrol, testing, inspection, distribution, andretailsaleof
commercialcannabis, includingmedicinalandadult-usecannabis. TheActdesignatesapplicable
responsibilitiesforoversightofcannabiscommercetoseveralStateagencies; and
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WHEREAS, theproposedOrdinancewouldamendTitle17 (Zoning), Chapters17.34,  
17.46, 17.47, 17.84, and17.85to (i) complywithcurrentCitypoliciesandStatelaw; (ii) toallow
additionalcannabisretailbusinessesintheCity; (iii) todesignateadditionalareasintheCity
wherecannabisretailbusinessesmayoperate; and

WHEREAS, thesubjectMunicipalCodeAmendmentisnotsubjecttotheCalifornia
EnvironmentalQualityAct (“CEQA”) pursuanttoSections15060(c)(2), 15060(c)(3), and
15061(b)(3). TheactivityisnotsubjecttoCEQAbecauseitwillnotresultinadirector
reasonablyforeseeableindirectphysicalchangeintheenvironment; theactivityisnotaproject
asdefinedinSection15378oftheCaliforniaPublicResourcesCode, andtheactivityiscovered
bythegeneralrulethatCEQAappliesonlytoprojects, whichhavethepotentialforcausinga
significantimpactontheenvironment. Whereitcanbeseenwithcertaintythatthereisno
possibilitythattheactivitymayhaveasignificanteffectontheenvironment, theactivityisnot
subjecttoCEQA; and

WHEREAS, thePlanningCommissionoftheCityofCoachella (“ Planning
Commission”) conductedaproperlynoticedpublichearingonApril17, 2019atwhichmembers
ofthepublicwereaffordedanopportunitytocommentuponthisOrdinance, the
recommendationsofstaff, andotherpublictestimony; and

WHEREAS, aftersaidpublichearing, thePlanningCommissionrecommendedthatthe
CityCouncilapprovethisOrdinance; and

WHEREAS, theCityCouncilconductedproperlynoticedpublichearings onMay8,  
2019 andonJune26, 2019atwhichmembersofthepublicwereaffordedanopportunityto
commentonthisOrdinance, therecommendationsofstaff, andotherpublictestimony.   

NOW, THEREFORE, THECITYCOUNCILOFTHECITYOFCOACHELLA,  
CALIFORNIA, DOESORDAINASFOLLOWS:  

SECTION1. IncorporationofRecitals.  TheCityCouncilherebyfindsthatallofthe
foregoingrecitalsareherebyincorporatedandadoptedasfindingsoftheCityCouncilasiffully
setforthherein.  

SECTION2. AmendmenttotheCoachellaMunicipalCode.  Title17 (Zoning), Sub- 
Section17.34.020, andChapters17.46, 17.47, 17.84, and17.85areherebydeletedandreplaced
intheirentiretyasshowninExhibit “A” attachedheretoandincorporatedherewith.    

SECTION3. EffectiveDate.  ThisOrdinanceshalltakeeffectthirty (30) daysafterits
adoption.  

SECTION4. Severability. Ifanysection, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence,  
clauseorphraseofthisOrdinance, oranypartthereofisforanyreasonheldtobe
unconstitutional, suchdecisionshallnotaffectthevalidityoftheremainingportionofthis
Ordinanceoranypartthereof. TheCityCouncilherebydeclaresthatitwouldhavepassed

OrdinanceNo. 1140







EXHIBIT “A”  
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Exhibit “A”  

Chapter17.34 – M-WWreckingYardZone
17.34.020 - Permitteduses.  

A. PrimaryUses.   

1. AllusespermittedbySection17.32.030(A) oftheM-Hzone;   

B. AccessoryUses. Thefollowingbuildings, structures, andusesarepermittedwhenclearly
incidentalandaccessorytoaprimarypermitteduse.   

1. ThoseusespermittedbySection17.32.020(B) oftheM-Hzone.   

C. ConditionalUses. ThefollowingusesmaybepermittedintheM-Wzonesubjectto
obtainingaconditionalusepermitpursuanttoChapter17.74ofthiscode.   

1. ThoseconditionalusesallowedbySection17.32.020(C) intheM-Hzone;   

2. Automobiledismantlingorwreckingyard;   

3. Automobileimpoundingyard;   

4. Communityrecyclingcollectionfacilities, pursuanttoChapter17.90;   

5. ConstructionanddemomaterialrecyclingfacilitiespursuanttoChapter17.90;   

6. Woodandgreenwasterecyclingfacilities, pursuanttoChapter17.90.   

7. Cannabiscultivation, manufacturing, distribution, testing, andretail (including
microbusiness) facilities, pursuanttoChapters17.84and17.85.   

D. ThefollowingusesmaybepermittedintheM-Wzonesubjecttoobtainingaspecific
planadoptionpursuanttoChapter17.36ofthiscode.   

1. Transferstation, largescale, pursuanttoChapter17.90.   



Chapter17.46 - IPINDUSTRIALPARKOVERLAYZONE

17.46.010 - Intentandpurpose.  

Thisoverlayzoneisintendedtoprovideforthewell-plannedandorderlydevelopmentof
industrialparkswithinthecommunityandtoeliminateoradequatelymitigateanyadverse
impactsonthecommunityrelatedtosuchtypesofdevelopment. TheIP (industrialpark) overlay
zonedesignationmaybeappliedtocertainpropertydescribedhereinthatiszonedM-S
manufacturingservice). WhentheIPoverlayzonedesignationisaddedtosuchproperty, the

provisionsofthisarticleshallapplyinadditiontotheregulationsprovidedbytheunderlyingM- 
Szone. Wheneverthereisaconflictorinconsistencybetweentheprovisionsofthisarticleand
theunderlyingzone, theprovisionsofthischaptershallbecontrolling.   

17.46.015 - PropertyeligibleforIPindustrialparkoverlayzoneclassification.  

TheIPindustrialparkoverlayzoneclassificationshallbelimitedtothoseprojectsthatare:   

A. LocatedwithinSub-Areas #6 (DowntownExpansion), #7 (SouthEmploymentDistrict),  
or #10 (NorthEmploymentDistrict) ofthecityoftheCoachellaGeneralPlan; and

B. ZonedasM-S (manufacturingservice); and

C. Aminimumoften (10) acresinprojectarea (alllotsdevelopedaccordingtocommon
planorscheme).   

17.46.020 - Permitteduses.  

A. Exceptasexpresslyconditionedorprohibitedinthischapter, allusespermittedinthe
underlyingM-SzoneshallbepermittedintheIPoverlayzone;   

B. Researchanddevelopment;   

C. Professionaloffice;   

D. Warehousinganddistribution.   

17.46.023 - Conditionaluses.  

ThefollowingusesmaybepermittedintheIPoverlayzonesubjecttoobtainingaconditional
usepermitasspecificinSection17.74.010:   

A. Cannabiscultivation, processing, testing, manufacturing, wholesaledistributionand/or
retailsale (includingmicrobusinesses), subjecttotheregulatoryrequirementsofChapters5.68
and5.69ofthiscode.   



1. ForpurposesofthissubsectionA., “cannabiscultivation, processing, testing,  
manufacturing, wholesaledistributionand/orretailsale (includingmicrobusinesses)” shallnotbe
deemedasthepermittedusesof “drugsmanufacture”, “foodproductsprocessing, manufacturing,  
canning, preservingandfreezing”, “fruitandvegetablepackinghouse”, or “testinglaboratories”  
underSection17.30.020(A).   

17.46.026 - Prohibiteduses.  

ThefollowingusesareprohibitedintheIPoverlayzone:   

A. Outdoorstorageyard;   

B. Automobilerepairbusiness;   

C. Automobilebodyandfenderworks;   

D. AnyotherconditionalusesintheM-Szone, exceptassetforthinthischapter.   

17.46.030 - Propertydevelopmentstandards.  

A. ProjectArea/LotRequirements

1. MinimumProjectArea. Ten (10) acres. Forpurposesofthisparagraph, “projectarea”  
shallmeanthecombinedareaofalllegallysubdividedlotsdevelopedasacommonplanor
schemebythesameoraffiliateddeveloper(s).  

2. MinimumindividualLotSize. Five (5) acresforanylotonwhichislocatedacannabis
cultivation, processing, testing, manufacturingordistributionuse. Forallotherlots, one (1) acre.  

3. MinimumLotWidth. Onehundredeighty (180) feet.  

4. MinimumLotDepth. Twohundredtwenty (220) feet.  

5. MaximumLotCoverage. Fifty (50) percent. TheDevelopmentServicesDirectormay
allowindividuallotswithinaprojectareatoexceedthisstandardifheorshefindsthat: (i) itwill
resultinmoreorderlydevelopmentoftheprojectareaand (ii) theaveragelotcoverageofalllots
withintheprojectareadoesnotexceedfifty (50) percent.   

6. Noretailcannabisuseshallbelocatedwithineighthundred (800) feetofAvenue52.   
Thedistanceshallbemeasuredatthenearestpointbetweenanypartofthebuildingcontaining
retailcannabisuseandAvenue52streetright-of-wayline.  

B. FrontYardRequirements.   

1. Twenty-five (25) feetfromthecurbonallpropertyfrontingonAvenue54andAvenue
52.   



2. Twenty (20) feetfromthecurbonallpropertyfrontingIndustrialWay, EnterpriseWay
orPolkStreet.   

3. Ten (10) feetfromthecurbonallpropertyfrontinganylocalstreet.   

4. Allfrontsetbacksshallbelandscapedinamannerapprovedbytheplanningcommission.   

5. Nobuildings, facilitiesorotherimprovementsshallbeallowedinarequiredfrontyard
exceptforlandscapingorblockentrywaysapprovedbytheplanningcommission.  
Notwithstandingtheforegoing, requiredyardsmaybeusedforautomobileparking; provided,  
thatlandscapingapprovedbytheplanningcommissionisprovidedalongthefrontageofthe
property.   

C. HeightLimits. Themaximumheightofanybuildingorstructureshallbefifty (50) feet.   

D.  DistanceBetweenUses/Buildings. Nocannabiscultivation, processing, testing,  
manufacturedistributionorretailuseshallbelocatedwithinonethousand (1,000) feetofany
residentiallyzonedlot. Thedistanceshallbemeasuredatthenearestpointbetweenanypartof
thebuildingcontainingthecannabisuseandanylotlineoftheresidentialuse.   

E. On-Street/Off-StreetParkingandLoading.   

1. Off-StreetParkingandLoading. Off-streetparkingandloadingfacilitiesshallbe
providedinaccordancewiththeprovisionsofSection17.54.010ofthistitle.   

2. On-StreetParkingandLoading. On-streetparkingorloadingshallbeprohibited.   

F. WallsandScreening.   

1. Eachdevelopmentonalotorparcelofpropertyshallbeenclosedwithdecorative
masonrywallsand/orwroughtironfencing, subjecttoreviewbytheplanningcommission.   

2. Allparkinglotsandloadingareasshallbescreenedfromviewtothestreetwithlow
decorativemasonrywallsandlandscaping, subjecttoreviewbytheplanningcommission.   

G. OtherPropertyDevelopmentStandards.   

1. Allutilitiesshallbeunderground, untilsuchtimeasthepowertransmittedisgreaterthan
thirty-four (34) KVandthenitshallbebroughttotheattentionoftheplanningcommissionprior
toanyconstruction.   

2. Alldevelopmentsshallincludeanexteriorlightingsystemtoprovideadequateare
security. Suchlightingsystemshallusehigh-pressuresodiumlightsoranequivalenttypeoflight
approvedbytheplanningcommission.   



3. Alldevelopmentsshallbelandscapedinamannerapprovedbytheplanningcommission.   

17.46.040 - Architecturalreview.  

AlldevelopmentsshallbesubjecttoarchitecturalreviewinaccordancewithSection17.72.010
ofthistitle, includingplanningcommissionreviewofdesignguidelinesandsignsasdescribed
below. Anyadditiontoorexterioralterationofanexistingdevelopmentalsoshallbesubjectto
sucharchitecturalreview.   

A. DesignGuidelines. Detailedarchitecturaland/orartistrenderings, orpictorialdepictions,  
ofallowablebuildingtypes, architecturalthemes, andtypicalcommon-arealandscapingand
lightingshallbeprovidedforallindustrialparkoverlayzonedevelopments. Conceptualdesign
guidelinesintextdescribingallowablearchitecturalthemingandexteriorbuildingmaterials,  
roofingandrooflinetreatments, windowanddooropeningdesigns, andlandscapingplant
palettes, mustaccompanytheindustrialparkoverlayzonearchitecturalreviewsubmittal. The
useofgreenhouses, butlerbuildings, orotherpre-fabricatedstructuresareprohibitedunlessthey
aretreatedarchitecturallytohavetheappearanceofacontemporaryconcretetilt-upbuilding
withparapetroofstructures. Allmainbuildingsshallhavevariationinexteriorwallplanesand
rooflinestolimitmassingandmonotonedesignfeatures, subjecttoreviewbytheplanning
commission.   

B. Signs. Acomprehensivesignprogramshallbeincludedasapartofarchitecturalreview
fornewindustrialparkoverlayzonedevelopments.   



Chapter17.47 - RCRETAILCANNABISOVERLAYZONE

17.47.010 - Intentandpurpose.  

Thisoverlayzoneisintendedtoprovideforthewell-plannedandorderlydevelopmentofretail
cannabisbusinesseswithinthecommunityandtoeliminateoradequatelymitigateanyadverse
impactsonthecommunityrelatedtosuchtypesofdevelopment. TheRC (retailcannabis)  
overlayzonedesignationmaybeappliedtocertainpropertydescribedhereinthatiszonedC-G
generalcommercial), R-M (residentialmulti-family), andM-S (manufacturingservice). When

theRCoverlayzonedesignationisaddedtosuchproperty, theprovisionsofthischaptershall
applyinadditiontotheregulationsprovidedbytheunderlyingC-Gzone, R-M, M-Szones.  
Wheneverthereisaconflictorinconsistencybetweentheprovisionsofthisarticleandthe
underlyingzone, theprovisionsofthischaptershallbecontrolling.   

17.47.020 - PropertyeligibleforRCretailcannabisoverlayzoneclassification.  

TheRCretailcannabisoverlayzoneshallbedividedintothree (3) sub-zones. Thisoverlay
classificationshallbelimitedtothoseprojectsthat:   

A. Sub-Zone #1:   

1. ArelocatedeitheralongthewestsideofGrapefruitBoulevard (StateHighway111)  
stththbetween1 Streetand9 Street, ontheeastsideofGrapefruitBoulevardbetween4

thStreetand9 Street, and

2. HaveeitherafrontorsidelotlinefacingGrapefruitBoulevard, afrontlotlinefacing4th
Streetwithin225feetofGrapefruitBoulevard, afrontlotlinefacing5thStreetwithin
225feetofGrapefruitBoulevard,  afrontlotlinefacing6thStreetbetweenGrapefruit
BoulevardandVineStreet, afrontlotlinefacing7thStreetwithin225feetofGrapefruit
Boulevard, afrontlotlinefacing8thStreetwithin225feetofGrapefruitBoulevard, a
frontlotlineonthenorthsideof9thStreetwithin225feetofGrapefruitBoulevard, and

3. ArezonedC-G (generalcommercial), R-M (residentialmultifamily), orM-S
manufacturing-service).  

B. Sub-Zone #2:   

1. ArelocatedalongthesouthsideofAvenue48, betweenGrapefruitBoulevardandVan
BurenStreet; and

2. HaveeitherafrontorsidelotlinefrontingAvenue48orGrapefruitBoulevard; and

3. ArezonedC-G (generalcommercial).   



C. Sub-Zone #3:    

1. ArelocatedalongeithersideofDillonRoad, betweenStateHighway86andVistaDel
Norte,  andshallalsoincludepropertiesonthesouthsideofVistaDelSurfrontingon
CampCourt; and

2. HaveeitherafrontorsidelotlinefrontingDillonRoadorCampCourt; and

3. ArezonedC-G (generalcommercial).  

17.47.030 - Permitteduses.  

Anyusespermittedintheunderlyingzoningdistrictoftheproperty.   

17.47.040 - Conditionaluses.  

ThefollowingusesmaybepermittedintheRCoverlayzonesubjecttoobtainingtheappropriate
approval:   

A. InSub-Zones #1, and3: Theretailsale, exchange, transactionordeliveryofcannabis,  
includingretailersormicrobusinesses, subjecttoaconditionalusepermitasspecifiedin
Section17.74.010, aswellastheregulatoryrequirementsofChapters5.69and17.84ofthis
code.   

B. InSub-Zone #2: Theretailsale, exchange, transactionordeliveryofcannabis, including
retailersormicrobusinesses, subjecttoobtainingaconditionalusepermitasspecifiedin
Section17.74.01, andsubjecttoadevelopmentagreementasspecifiedinChapter17.100, as
wellastheregulatoryrequirementsofChapters5.69and17.84ofthiscode.   

17.47.050 - Prohibiteduses.  

Anyusesnotidentifiedas “permitted” or “conditionallypermitted” bythisordinanceorbythe
chapterofthiscodeapplicabletothesite’sunderlyingzoneareprohibited.   

17.47.060 - Propertydevelopmentstandards.  

A. ProjectArea/Lot/BuildingHeightRequirements. Exceptasspecifiedintheapplicable
developmentagreement, CUP, orregulatorypermit, theprojectarea, lotsize, lotcoverage
andbuildingheightrequirementsoftheunderlyingzoneshallapply.   

B. NoDrive-ThruRetailCannabisFacilities. NoretailcannabisbusinesswithintheRC
OverlayZoneshalloperate “drive-thru”, “driveup”, “windowservice” orsimilarfacilities
wherebyacustomercanorder, purchaseandreceiveretailcannabiswithoutleavinghisor
hervehicle.   



C. NoNon-StorefrontRetailers. NoretailcannabisbusinesswithintheRCoverlayzoneshall
beoperatedas “non-storefront” or “deliveryonly”. Deliverymayonlybeapprovedas
ancillarytotheoperationofapermittedcannabisretailbusinesswhichisphysicallylocated
withintheRCoverlayzoneandwhichprimarilyprovidescannabistocustomersonthe
premises.   

D. DistanceRestrictions. NoretailcannabisbusinesswithintheRCoverlayzoneshallbe
locatedwithintwohundredfifty (250) feetofanypublicorprivateschool (K-12), daycare
centeroryouthcenter. Thedistanceshallbemeasuredfromthenearestpointbetweenany
partofthebuildingcontainingtheretailcannabisbusinesstoanylotlineoftheotheruse.  
Forpurposesofthisparagraph, thefollowingdefinitionsshallapply:   

1. “ Daycarecenter” meansanychilddaycarefacilityotherthanafamilydaycarehome,  
andincludesinfantcenters, preschools, extendeddaycarefacilitiesandschoolage
childcarecenters.   

2. “ Youthcenter” meansanypublicorprivatefacilitythatisprimarilyusedtohouse
recreationalorsocialactivitiesforminors, including, butnotlimitedto, privateyouth
membershiporganizationsorclubs, socialserviceteenageclubfacilities, video
arcades, orsimilaramusementparkfacilities.   

E. LocationofCustomerEntrance. Noretailcannabisbusinessshallhaveacustomerentrance
thatisadjacenttoordirectlyacrossthestreetfromaresidentiallyzonedlot.   

F. On-Street/Off-StreetParkingandLoading.   

1. Off-StreetParkingandLoading. Off-streetparkingandloadingfacilitiesforaretail
cannabisbusinessshallbeprovidedinaccordancewiththeprovisionsofSection
17.54.010-C(1) ofthistitle.   

2. On-StreetParkingandLoading. On-streetparkingorloadingshallbeprohibitedfora
retailcannabisbusiness.   

G. Microbusinesses. MicrobusinessesarepermittedintheRCcannabisoverlayzone. Toholda
CUPforamicrobusiness, thepermitteemustengageinatleastthree (3) ofthefollowing
commercialcannabisactivities: cultivation, manufacturing, distribution, andretailsale. Any
cultivationatamicrobusinessshallbelimitedtoanarealessthantenthousand (10,000)  
squarefeet. Anymanufacturingatamicrobusinessshallusenonvolatilesolventsorno
solvents.   

17.47.070 - Architecturalreview.  

AlldevelopmentsshallbesubjecttoarchitecturalreviewinaccordancewithSection17.72.010
ofthistitle, includingplanningcommissionreviewasdescribedbelow. Anyadditiontoor
exterioralterationofaretailcannabisuseinanexistingdevelopmentalsoshallbesubjecttosuch
architecturalreview.   



A. DesignCriteria. Detailedarchitecturaland/orartistrenderings, orpictorialdepictions, ofthe
architecturaldesignsand/orthemingofthebusinessshallbesubmittedforplanning
commissionreview. Allretailcannabisbusinessesshallbedesignedtohaveastorefront
withglassdoorandwindowsfacingthestreet, providingvisibilityintothefrontlobbyor
showroomofthebusiness. Theapplicantshallsubmitinformationregardingproposed
interiorandexteriorwallandrooffinishes, windowsandawnings, lightingfixtures, flooring
materials, andpaintcolorsforthebusinessforreviewbytheplanningcommission.   



Chapter17.84 - RETAILCANNABISBUSINESSES

17.84.010 - Purposeandintent.  

Itisthepurposeandintentofthischaptertoregulatetheretailsaleofmedicinalcannabisand
nonmedicinalcannabisforadultuse (includingcannabisproducts, cannabisconcentrate, and
ediblecannabisproducts) withinthecityofCoachella.   

Theregulationsandprohibitionsinthischapterareenactedtoensurethehealth, safety, and
welfareoftheresidentsofthecity. Theregulationsandprohibitionsherein, whicharein
compliancewiththeCompassionateUseActof1996 (“CUA”), theMedicalMarijuanaProgram
Act (“MMP”), andtheMedicinalandAdult-UseCannabisRegulationandSafetyAct

MAUCRSA”) (collectively, “statelaw”), donotinterferewiththeuseandpossessionof
cannabisasauthorizedunderstatelaw.   

Nothinginthischaptershallbeconstruedto: (1) allowpersonstoengageinconductthat
endangersothersorcausesapublicnuisance, (2) allowanyactivityrelatingtotheretailsaleor
useofcannabisthatisotherwiseillegalunderCaliforniastatelaw, or (3) interferewiththeuse
andpossessionofcannabisasauthorizedunderMAUCRSA.   

17.84.020 - Definitions.  

Forthepurposesofthischapter, thefollowingdefinitionsshallapply.   

Applicant” meansanownerthatappliesforadevelopmentagreementorconditionalusepermit
underthischapter.   

Cannabis” meansallpartsoftheplantCannabissativaLinnaeus, Cannabisindicia, orCannabis
ruderalis, whethergrowingornot; theseedsthereof; theresin, whethercrudeorpurified,  
extractedfromanypartoftheplant; everycompound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or
preparationoftheplant, itsseeds, orresin. “Cannabis” alsomeanstheseparatedresin, whether
crudeorpurified, obtainedfromcannabis. “Cannabis” doesnotincludethematurestalksofthe
plant, fiberproducedfromthestalks, oilorcakemadefromtheseedsoftheplant, anyother
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, orpreparationofthematurestalks (exceptthe
resinextractedtherefrom), fiber, oil, orcake, orthesterilizedseedoftheplantwhichisincapable
ofgermination. Forthepurposeofthisdivision, “cannabis” doesnotmean “industrialhemp” as
definedbySection11018.5oftheHealthandSafetyCode.   

Cannabisconcentrate” meanscannabisthathasundergoneaprocesstoconcentrateoneormore
activecannabinoids, therebyincreasingtheproduct’spotency. Resinfromgranulartrichomes
fromacannabisplantisaconcentrateforpurposesofthisdivision. Acannabisconcentrateisnot
consideredfood, asdefinedbySection109935oftheHealthandSafetyCode, oradrug, as
definedbySection109925oftheCaliforniaHealthandSafetyCode.  



Cannabisproducts” meanscannabisthathasundergoneaprocesswherebytheplantmaterial
hasbeentransformedintoaconcentrate, including, butnotlimitedto, concentratedcannabis, or
anedibleortopicalproductcontainingcannabisorconcentratedcannabisandotheringredients.   

Citymanager” meansthecitymanagerofthecityofCoachellaordesignee.   

Conditionalusepermit” or “CUP” meansaconditionalusepermitissuedunderthischapter.  

Customer” meansanaturalperson21yearsofageorolderoranaturalperson18yearsofage
orolderwhopossessesaphysician’srecommendation, oraprimarycaregiver.  

Delivery” meansthecommercialtransferofcannabisorcannabisproductstoacustomer.   

Developmentagreement” meansanagreemententeredintobetweenthecityandanapplicant
underthischapterpursuanttoSection65865oftheCaliforniaGovernmentCode.   

Ediblecannabisproduct” meansmanufacturedcannabisthatisintendedtobeused, inwholeor
inpart, forhumanconsumption, including, butnotlimitedto, chewinggum, butexcluding
productssetforthinDivision15oftheCaliforniaFoodandAgriculturalCode. Anedible
cannabisproductisnotconsideredfoodasdefinedbySection109935oftheCaliforniaHealth
andSafetyCodeoradrugasdefinedbySection109925oftheCaliforniaHealthandSafety
Code. Whentheterm “cannabis” isusedinthischapter, itshallinclude “ediblecannabis
products.”   

Microbusiness,” forpurposesofthischapter, meansacommercialbusinessthatengagesin
retailcannabissalesandatleasttwoofthefollowingcommercialcannabisactivities: indoor
cultivationofcannabisonanarealessthantenthousand (10,000) squarefeet, Level1
manufacturing, anddistribution, providedsuchpermitteecandemonstratecompliancewithall
requirementsimposedbythischapterandStatelawonlicensedcultivators, distributors, Level1
manufacturers, andretailerstotheextentthepermitteeengagesinsuchactivities.   

Non-storefrontretailer” meansacannabisretailerthatprovidescannabisexclusivelythrough
delivery.   

Owner” meansanyofthefollowing:   
1) Apersonwithanaggregateownershipinterestoftwentypercent (20%) ormoreinthe

applicant, unlesstheinterestissolelyasecurity, lien, orencumbrance;   
2) Thechiefexecutiveofficerofanonprofitorotherentity;   
3) Amemberoftheboardofdirectorsofanonprofit;   
4) Thetrustee(s) andallpersonswhohavecontrolofthetrustand/orthecommercialcannabis

businessthatisheldintrust.  
5) Anindividualentitledtoashareofatleasttwentypercent (20%) oftheprofitsofthe

commercialcannabisbusiness;  
6) Anindividualthatwillbeparticipatinginthedirection, control, ormanagementoftheperson

applyingforapermit. Suchanindividualincludesanyofthefollowing: ageneralpartnerofa
commercialcannabisbusinessthatisorganizedasapartnership; anon-membermanageror



managingmemberofacommercialcannabisbusinessthatisorganizedasalimitedliability
company; anofficerordirectorofacommercialcannabisbusinessthatisorganizedasa
corporation.  

Permittee” meansanypersonholdingavalidpermitunderthischapter. Apermitteeincludesall
representatives, agents, parententities, orsubsidiaryentitiesofthepermittee.   

Person” includesanyindividual, firm, partnership, jointventure, association, corporation,  
limitedliabilitycompany, estate, trust, businesstrust, receiver, syndicate, oranyothergroupor
combinationactingasaunit, andthepluralaswellasthesingular.   

Premises” meansthedesignatedstructuresandlandspecifiedintheconditionalusepermit
applicationordevelopmentagreementthatareinthepossessionofanusedbytheapplicantor
permitteetoconducttheretailcannabisbusiness. Thepremisesmustbeacontiguousareaand
mayonlybeoccupiedbyonepermittee.   

Retailcannabisbusiness” or “retailer” meansabusinessthatsellsand/ordeliverscannabisor
cannabisproductstocustomers.   

Sell,” “sale,” and “tosell” includeanytransaction, whereby, foranyconsiderationtitleto
cannabisorcannabisproductsistransferredfromonepersontoanother, andincludesthe
deliveryofcannabisorcannabisproductspursuanttoanorderplacedforthepurchaseofthe
sameandsolicitingorreceivinganorderforthesame, butdoesnotincludethereturnof
cannabisorcannabisproductsbyapermitteetothepermitteefromwhothecannabisorcannabis
productwaspurchased.   

Statelicense” meansalicenseissuedbythestateofCalifornia, aslistedinCaliforniaBusiness
andProfessionsCodeSection26050.   

Wordsandphrasesnotspecificallydefinedinthiscodeshallhavethemeaningascribedtothem
asdefinedinthefollowingsources:   

A. TheCompassionateUseActof1996 (“CUA”);  

B. TheMedicalMarijuanaProgram (“MMP”); and

C. TheMedicinalandAdult-UseCannabisRegulationandSafetyAct (“MAUCRSA”).  

17.84.030 - Developmentagreementorconditionalusepermitrequired.  

A. Thecitymayauthorizeatotaloften (10) retailcannabisbusinessestooperateinthecity
ofCoachella. Nomorethanfive (5) retailcannabisbusinessesmayoperateinSub-Zone
1 (asdescribedinChapter17.47). Nomorethantwo (2) retailcannabisbusinessmay

operateinSub-Zone #2 (asdescribedinChapter17.47), subjecttoadevelopment
agreement. TheremainingretailcannabisbusinessesmayoperateintheM-WWrecking
YardZone (asdescribedinChapter17.34), theIPIndustrialParkOverlayZone (as



describedinChapter17.46), andSub-Zone #3 (asdescribedinChapter17.47). If
applicationsaresubmittedforagreaternumberofconditionalusepermitsthanare
permittedbythissection, selectionamongtheapplicantsmaybemadebyaprocess, and
subjecttocriteria, establishedbycitycouncilresolution. Conditionalusepermitsforall
retailcannabisbusinessesshallbeissuedinaccordancewiththerequirementsinthis
chapterandChapters17.34, 17.46, and17.47, asapplicable.   

B. Priortoinitiatingoperationsandasacontinuingrequisitetooperatingaretailcannabis
business, includingaretailerormicrobusiness, theowneroftheproposedretailcannabis
businessshallobtain (i) eitheranexecuteddevelopmentagreementoravalidconditional
usepermitfromthecityasrequiredbythiscode, (ii) aregulatorypermitfromthecity
managerandshallpayapplicationfeesasestablishedbyresolutionadoptedbythecity
councilasamendedfromtimetotime, and (iii) astatelicenseforeachcommercial
cannabisactivityuseauthorizedunderadevelopmentagreementorconditionaluse
permit. Unlessotherwisestatedinthissection, theprovisionsfoundinChapter17.74
entitled “ConditionalUses” shallapply.   

C. Changesinstatelicensetype, businessowner, oroperationwillrequireanamendmentto
theapprovedconditionalusepermit.   

D. Aretailerwithaphysicaladdressoutsideofthecitythatwishestodelivercannabisor
cannabisproductstoacustomerinthecityisnotrequiredtoobtainaconditionaluse
permitunderthischapter, butisrequiredtoobtainacitybusinesslicense.   

E. Thischapterdoesnotapplytotheindividualpossessionofcannabisforpersonaladult
use, asallowedbystatelaw. Personalpossessionanduseofcannabisincompliancewith
statelawarepermittedinthecityofCoachella.   

17.84.040 - Retailcannabisbusinesses—Permittedlocationsandstandards.  

A. RetailcannabisbusinessesmaybelocatedintheM-WWreckingYardZone, asdescribed
inChapter17.34, theIPIndustrialParkOverlayZone, asdescribedinChapter17.46, and
theRCretailcannabisoverlayzone, asdescribedinChapter17.47, uponissuanceof (i) a
fullyexecuteddevelopmentagreementbetweenthecityandownerorvalidCUP,  
whicheverisapplicable, (ii) aregulatorypermitasdescribedinChapter5.69, and (iii) a
validstatelicense, orasotherwisepermittedinthiscode.   

B. Retailcannabisbusinessesshallcomplywithallregulationssetforthinthischapter,  
Chapter5.69, andChapters17.34, 17.46, and17.47, asapplicable.  

C. Everyretailcannabisbusinessshallsubmittothecitymanageracopyofanyandallof
itsstatelicense(s) andlocalpermitsrequiredforitsoperation. Ifanyotherapplicable
statelicenseorlocalpermitforaretailcannabisbusinessisdenied, suspended, modified,  
revoked, orexpired, thepermitteeshallnotifythecitymanagerinwritingwithinten (10)  
calendardays.   



D. EachapplicantforadevelopmentagreementorCUPissuedunderthischaptermust
submit, alongwithadevelopmentagreement/CUPapplication, abuildingfaçadeplan.  
Buildingfaçadeplansshallincluderenderingsoftheexteriorbuildingelevationsforall
sidesofthebuilding. Allbuildingfaçadesshallbetastefullydoneandinkeepingwiththe
higharchitecturalqualityandstandardsoftheCityofCoachella. Theretailcannabis
businessfacadeandbuildingsignsshallbecompatibleandcomplimentarytosurrounding
businessesandshalladdvisualqualitytothearea.   

E. Exceptasrequiredinthischapter, developmentagreementsshallbereviewed, issued,  
denied, suspended, revoked, and/orrenewedinaccordancewithChapter17.100entitled
DevelopmentAgreements”, andCUPsshallbereviewed, issued, denied, suspended,  

revoked, and/orrenewedinaccordancewithChapter17.74entitled “ConditionalUses”.  
IfanyprovisionofthischapterconflictswithanyprovisionofChapters17.74or17.100
ofthiscode, theprovisioninthischaptershallcontrol.   

17.84.050 - Applicationfeeandreimbursementagreement.  

Atthetimeanapplicantsubmitsanapplicationunderthischapter, theapplicantshallalsosupply
anapplicationfeeinanamounttobedeterminedbyresolutionbythecitycouncil, anexecuted
reimbursementagreementonaformprovidedbythecitytofullyreimbursethecityforallcosts,  
expenses, andfees, includingbutnotlimitedtoattorneyfeesandconsultantfees, incurredbythe
cityrelatedtotheretailcannabisbusiness, andadepositinanamountasprovidedforinthe
reimbursementagreementterms.   

17.84.055 – Paymentoftaxes.  

Allretailcannabisbusinessesarerequiredtopayallapplicabletaxes, includingacannabis
businesstaxpursuanttoChapter4.31.  

17.84.060 - Prohibitedoperations.  

Anyretailcannabisbusinessthatdoesnothave (i) adevelopmentagreementorCUP, (ii) a
regulatorypermitrequiredunderthiscode, and (iii) astatelicense(s) isexpresslyprohibitedin
allcityzonesandisherebydeclaredapublicnuisancethatmaybeabatedbythecityandis
subjecttoallavailablelegalremedies, including, butnotlimitedtocivilinjunctions. Non- 
storefrontretailersareprohibitedinallzonesinthecity.   

17.84.065 – Permitsnottransferable.  

CUPsmaynotbetransferred, sold, assigned, orbequeathedexpresslyorbyoperationoflaw.  
AnyattempttodirectlyorindirectlytransferaretailcannabisbusinessCUPshallbeunlawful
andvoid, andshallautomaticallyrevokethepermit.  



17.84.070 - Groundsforpermitdenial, suspension, andrevocation

Anyconditionalusepermitissuedpursuanttotheprovisionsofthischaptermaybedenied,  
suspended, orrevokedbytheplanningcommissionuponreceivingsatisfactoryevidencethatthe
applicantorpermitteeorowner, itsagent(s), employee(s), oranypersonconnectedorassociated
withtheapplicantorpermittee:   

A. Hasknowinglymadefalsestatementsintheapplicant’sapplicationorinanyreportsor
othersupportingdocumentsfurnishedbytheapplicantorpermittee;   

B. Hasfailedtomaintainavalidstatelicense;   

C. HasfailedtocomplywithanyapplicableprovisionoftheCoachellaMunicipalCode,  
including, butnotlimitedtothischapter, thecity’sbuilding, zoning, health, andpublic
safetyregulations;   

D. Hasfailedtocomplywithanyconditionimposedontheconditionalusepermit; or

E. HasallowedtheexistenceoforcreatedapublicnuisanceinviolationoftheCoachella
MunicipalCode.   

17.84.080 - Personalcultivation.  

Cityresidentsarepermittedtocultivatecannabisonprivateresidentialpropertyforpersonaluse
andinaccordancewithstatelaw, subjecttothefollowingstandards:   

A. OutdoorCultivation.   

1. Cultivationforpersonaluseisonlypermittedonprivateresidentialpropertydeveloped
withatleastone (1) residentialdwellingunit. Nomorethansix (6) cannabisplantsare
permittedtobecultivatedataprivateresidence. Propertyownersretaintherightto
prohibitrentersfromcultivationandanyrenterchoosingtocultivateshallfirstobtain
writtenauthorizationfromthepropertyownertocultivateonsite.   

2. Outdoorcultivationislimitedtorearandsideyardareasandonlyifscreenedbyasolid
blockwallnolessthansix (6) feetinheight.   

3. Outdoorcultivationshallnotbevisiblefromsurroundingpublicstreetsoradjoining
properties. Assuch, cannabisplantsmaynotgrowabovetheheightofthepropertyline
wallsunlessscreenedbyanotherapprovedscreeningmethod.   

4. Outdoorcultivationwithinsixhundred (600) feetofaschool, daycarecenter, oryouth
centerisprohibited.   

B. IndoorCultivation.   



1. Indoorcultivationmusthaveadequateventilation. Structuralventilation, electrical, gas,  
orplumbingchangestoaccommodateindoorcultivationarerequiredtoobtainabuilding
permitfromthecity’sbuildingandsafetydepartment.   

2. Theuseofvolatilesolvents, asdefinedinCaliforniaHealthandSafetyCodeSection
11362.3(d), including, butnotlimitedto, butane, propane, xylene, gasoline, kerosene, and
otherdangerousandpoisonoustoxinsorcarcinogens, areprohibitedforindoor
cultivationataprivateresidence.   

17.84.090 - Penaltiesforviolations.  

A. Inadditiontoanyotherremedyallowedbylaw, anypersonwhoviolatesaprovisionof
thischapterissubjecttocriminalsanctions, civilactions, administrativepenalties, permit
suspension, andpermitrevocation.   

B. Violationsofthischapterconstituteaninfractionormisdemeanorandmaybeenforced
byanyapplicablelaw.   

C. Violationsofthischapterareherebydeclaredtobepublicnuisances.   

D. Eachpersonisguiltyofaseparateoffenseeachdayaviolationisallowedtocontinueand
everyviolationofthischaptershallconstituteaseparateoffenseandshallbesubjectto
allremedies.   

E. Allremediesprescribedunderthischaptershallbecumulativeandtheelectionofoneor
moreremediesshallnotbarthecityfromthepursuitofanyotherremedyforthepurpose
ofenforcingtheprovisionshereof.   



Chapter17.85 - COMMERCIALCANNABISACTIVITY

17.85.010 - Purposeandintent.  

Itisthepurposeandintentofthischaptertoregulatethecultivation, manufacturing, testing,  
distribution, andtransportationofmedicinalandnonmedicinalcannabis (includingcannabis
products, cannabisconcentrate, andediblecannabisproducts) withinthecityofCoachella.   

Theregulationsinthischapterareenactedtoensurethehealth, safety, andwelfareofthe
residentsofthecity. Theseregulations, incompliancewiththeCompassionateUseActof1996

CUA”), theMedicalMarijuanaProgram (“MMP”), theMedicinalandAdultUseCannabis
RegulationandSafetyAct (“MAUCRSA”) (collectively, “statelaw”), donotinterferewiththe
useandpossessionofcannabis, asauthorizedunderstatelaw.   

Nothinginthischaptershallbeconstruedto: (1) allowpersonstoengageinconductthat
endangersothersorcausesapublicnuisance, (2) allowanyactivityrelatingtothecultivation,  
manufacturing, testing, ordistributionofcannabisthatisotherwiseillegalunderCaliforniastate
law, or (3) interferewiththeuseandpossessionofcannabisasauthorizedunderMAUCRSA.   

17.85.020 - Definitions.  

Unlesstheparticularprovisionorcontextotherwiserequires, thedefinitionsandprovisions
containedinthissectionshallgoverntheconstruction, meaning, andapplicationofwordsand
phrasesusedinthischapter:   

Applicant” meansanownerapplyingforaconditionalusepermit, desiringtoenterintoa
developmentagreement, orapplyingforanyotherapplicableentitlementunderthischapter.   

Cannabis” meansallpartsoftheplantCannabissativaLinnaeus, Cannabisindica, orCannabis
ruderalis, whethergrowingornot; theseedsthereof; theresin, whethercrudeorpurified,  
extractedfromanypartoftheplant; andeverycompound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture,  
orpreparationoftheplant, itsseeds, orresin. “Cannabis” alsomeanstheseparatedresin,  
whethercrudeorpurified, obtainedfromcannabis. “Cannabis” alsomeansmarijuanaasdefined
bySection11018oftheCaliforniaHealthandSafetyCode. “Cannabis” doesnotincludethe
maturestalksoftheplant, fiberproducedfromthestalks, oilorcakemadefromtheseedsofthe
plant, anyothercompound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, orpreparationofthemature
stalks (excepttheresinextractedtherefrom), fiber, oil, orcake, orthesterilizedseedoftheplant
whichisincapableofgermination. Forthepurposeofthischapter, “cannabis” doesnotmean
industrialhemp” asdefinedbySection81000oftheCaliforniaFoodandAgriculturalCodeor

Section11018.5oftheCaliforniaHealthandSafetyCode.   

Cannabisconcentrate” meanscannabisthathasundergoneaprocesstoconcentrateoneormore
activecannabinoids, therebyincreasingtheproduct’spotency. Resinfromgranulartrichomes
fromacannabisplantisaconcentrateforpurposesofthisdivision. Acannabisconcentrateisnot
consideredfood, asdefinedbySection109935oftheHealthandSafetyCode, oradrug, as
definedbySection109925oftheCaliforniaHealthandSafetyCode.  



Cannabisproducts” hasthesamemeaningasmarijuanaproductsinSection11018.1ofthe
CaliforniaHealthandSafetyCode. Whentheterm “cannabis” isusedinthischapter, itshall
include “cannabisproducts.”   

Citymanager” meansthecitymanagerofthecityofCoachellaordesignee.   

Commercialcannabisactivity” includesthecultivation, manufacture, laboratorytesting, and
distribution (includingpossession, processing, storing, andlabelingincidentaltoeachactivity, as
applicable) ofcannabisandcannabisproducts. Forpurposesofthischapter, “commercial
cannabisactivity” doesnotincludedeliveryorretailsaleofcannabisorcannabisproducts.  
ZoningrestrictionsoncannabisretailersandmicrobusinessescanbefoundinChapters17.34,  
17.46, 17.47and17.84.   

ConditionalUsePermit” or “CUP” meansaconditionalusepermitissuedunderthischapter.   

Cultivate” or “cultivation” meansanycommercialactivityinvolvingtheplanting, growing,  
harvesting, drying, curing, grading, ortrimmingofcannabis. Acannabisnurseryisconsidereda
cultivation” use.  

Customer” meansanaturalperson21yearsofageorolderoranaturalperson18yearsofage
orolderwhopossessesaphysician’srecommendation, oraprimarycaregiver.  

Delivery” meansthecommercialtransferofcannabisorcannabisproductstoacustomer.   

Developmentagreement” meansanagreemententeredintobetweenthecityandanapplicant
underthischapterpursuanttoSection65865oftheCaliforniaGovernmentCode.   

Distribution” meanstheprocurement, wholesalesale, andtransportofcannabisandcannabis
productsbetweenentitiespermittedorlicensedunderthischapter, anotherlocalCalifornia
jurisdiction, orstatelaw.   

Ediblecannabisproduct” meansmanufacturedcannabisthatisintendedtobeused, inwholeor
inpart, forhumanconsumption, including, butnotlimitedto, chewinggum, butexcluding
productssetforthinDivision15oftheCaliforniaFoodandAgriculturalCode. Anedible
cannabisproductisnotconsideredfoodasdefinedbySection109935oftheCaliforniaHealth
andSafetyCodeoradrugasdefinedbySection109925oftheCaliforniaHealthandSafety
Code. Whentheterm “cannabis” isusedinthischapter, itshallinclude “ediblecannabis
products.”   

Indoor” meanswithinafullyenclosedandsecurebuilding.   

Manufacture” meanstocompound, blend, extract, infuseorotherwisemakeorpreparea
cannabisproduct.   

Manufacturer” meansapermitteethatconductstheproduction, preparation, propagation, or
compoundingofcannabisorcannabisproductseitherdirectlyorindirectlyorbyextraction



methods, orindependentlybymeansofchemicalsynthesis, orbyacombinationofextraction
andchemicalsynthesisatafixedlocationthatpackagesorrepackagescannabisorcannabis
productsorlabelsorrelabelsitscontainer.  

Microbusiness,” forpurposesofthischapter, meansacommercialbusinessthatengagesin
cultivationofcannabisonanarealessthantenthousand (10,000) squarefeet, Level1
manufacturing, anddistribution, providedsuchpermitteecandemonstratecompliancewithall
requirementsimposedbythischapterandStatelawonlicensedcultivators, distributors, and
Level1manufacturerstotheextentthepermitteeengagesinsuchactivities. Level1
manufacturingmeansmanufacturingwithnosolventsorwithnonvolatilesolvents.  

Nursery” meansapermitteethatproducesonlyclones, immatureplants, seeds, andother
agriculturalproductsusedspecificallyforthepropagationandcultivationofcannabis.  

Operation” meansanyactforwhichapermitisrequiredundertheprovisionsofthischapter, or
anycommercialtransferofcannabisorcannabisproducts.  

Owner” meansanyofthefollowing:   
1) Apersonwithanaggregateownershipinterestoftwentypercent (20%) ormoreinthe

applicant, unlesstheinterestissolelyasecurity, lien, orencumbrance;   
2) Thechiefexecutiveofficerofanonprofitorotherentity;   
3) Amemberoftheboardofdirectorsofanonprofit;   
4) Thetrustee(s) andallpersonswhohavecontrolofthetrustand/orthecommercial

cannabisbusinessthatisheldintrust.  
5) Anindividualentitledtoashareofatleasttwentypercent (20%) oftheprofitsofthe

commercialcannabisbusiness;  
6) Anindividualthatwillbeparticipatinginthedirection, control, ormanagementofthe

personapplyingforapermit. Suchanindividualincludesanyofthefollowing: ageneralpartner
ofacommercialcannabisbusinessthatisorganizedasapartnership; anon-membermanageror
managingmemberofacommercialcannabisbusinessthatisorganizedasalimitedliability
company; anofficerordirectorofacommercialcannabisbusinessthatisorganizedasa
corporation.  

Permittee” meanstheindividualorapplicanttowhomaconditionalusepermithasbeenissued
underthischapter. Apermitteeincludesallrepresentatives, agents, parententities, orsubsidiary
entitiesofthepermittee.   

Person” includesanyindividual, firm, co-partnership, jointventure, association, corporation,  
limitedliabilitycompany, estate, trust, businesstrust, receiver, syndicate, oranyothergroupor
combinationactingasaunit, andthepluralaswellasthesingular.   

Retailer” meansapersonorentitythatsellscannabisorcannabisproductstocustomers.   

Shared-usefacility” meansapremisesregisteredbyaprimarymanufacturingpermitteeat
whichmultiplecannabismanufacturersmayoperateatseparatetimes.   



Testing” meanssubjectingcannabistolaboratorytestingforactivecompoundsandpurityprior
todistributionforconsumption.   

Testinglaboratory” meansalaboratory, facility, orentityinCalifornia, thatoffersorperforms
testsofcannabisorcannabisproductsandthatisbothofthefollowing: (1) Accreditedbyan
accreditingbodythatisindependentfromallotherpersonsinvolvedincommercialcannabis
activityinthestate; and (2) LicensedbytheCaliforniaBureauofMarijuana (orCannabis)  
ControlwithintheCaliforniaDepartmentofConsumerAffairs (whensuchlicensesbegintobe
issued).   

Wordsandphrasesnotspecificallydefinedinthiscodeshallhavethemeaningascribedtothem
asdefinedinthefollowingsources:   

A. CUA (CaliforniaHealthandSafetyCodeSection11362.5);   

B. MMP (CaliforniaHealthandSafetyCodeSections11362.7through11362.83); and

C. MAUCRSA (CaliforniaBusinessandProfessionsCodeSections26000etseq.).   

17.85.030 - Commercialcannabisactivitypermitted.  

Commercialcannabisactivitypermittedunderthischapterincludescultivation, manufacture
includingshared-usefacilities), distribution, andtesting (includingpossession, processing,  

storing, andlabelingincidentaltosuchactivity). Priortoengaginginanysuchcommercial
cannabisactivityinthecity, onemustobtaineitheradevelopmentagreementorconditionaluse
permit (CUP), andaregulatorypermitasrequiredbythiscode, subjecttotheprovisionsofthe
CUA, MMP, MAUCRSA, andanyotherstatelawspertainingtocannabis.   

17.85.040 - Conditionalusepermitordevelopmentagreementrequired.  

Priortoinitiatingoperationsandasacontinuingrequisitetooperatingacommercialcannabis
activity, theapplicantshallobtainavalidlyissuedCUPasprovidedinChapter17.74entitled
ConditionalUses” ofthismunicipalcodeorenterintoafullyexecuteddevelopmentagreement

agreedtobythecitycouncil. Ifanyprovisionofthischapterconflictswithanyprovisionof
Chapter17.74ofthiscode, theprovisioninthischaptershallcontrol. Anapplicantmustobtaina
separateCUPforeachcommercialcannabisactivitytheapplicantwishestooperate. EachCUP
willincludeaconditionofapprovalrequiringthatthepermitteealsoobtainandmaintaina
cultivation, manufacture, distribution, ortestinglaboratoryregulatorypermitrequiredbythis
code.   

17.85.050 - Commercialcannabisactivity—Permittedlocationsandstandards.  

A. Commercialcannabisactivitymaybelocatedinanywreckingyardzone (M-W) or
industrialparkoverlayzone (IP) inthecity, uponissuanceofaCUPandaregulatory
permit.   



B. CommercialcannabisactivityintheM-Wzoneshouldberestrictedtoasitehavinga
minimumoffive (5) acresinsize, withaminimumpavedstreetfrontageoftwohundred
fifty (250) feet. CommercialcannabisactivityintheIPzoneisrestrictedtositeshavinga
minimumprojectareaoften (10) acresandaminimumlotsizeorgroupingoflotsofat
leastfive (5) acres.   

C. Commercialcannabisactivitymustbeservedbymunicipalwaterandsewerservices.   

D. Commercialcannabisactivityshallbelocatedaminimumdistanceofsixhundred (600)  
feetawayfromanyresidentially-zonedlot. Thedistanceshallbemeasuredatthenearest
pointbetweenanypartofthebuildingcontainingthecannabisuseandanylotlineofthe
residentialuse.   

E. CommercialcannabisactivitymaynotbeestablishedintheM-Wzoneonamulti-tenant
industrialparkorbusinessparksiteexistingontheeffectivedateofthisordinance. A
CUPtodevelopanewstand-alonecommercialcannabisactivityfacilityoramulti-tenant
facilitywithinaminimumsiteareaoffive (5) acresmaybepursued.   

F. Commercialcannabisactivityshallnotresultinthecreationofanyodorsdetectablefrom
anywhereoffthepropertyboundaries. Theuseofcarbonfiltrationsystemsandother
mitigationmeasuresshallbeusedonallcommercialcannabisactivitiesthatcausesuch
odors.   

G. Testinglaboratoriesmaybelocatedinthegeneralcommercialzone (C-G) inadditionto
theM-WzoneandIPoverlayzonewithaCUP, butarenotrequiredtomeetthetwo
hundredfifty (250) footpavedstreetfrontagerequirementinsubsection (B) orthe
restrictionssetforthinsubsections (D) and (E) ofthissection.   

17.85.055 – Applicationfeeandreimbursementagreement.  

Atthetimeanapplicantsubmitsanapplicationunderthischapter, theapplicantshallalsosupply
anapplicationfeeinanamounttobedeterminedbyresolutionbythecitycouncil, anexecuted
reimbursementagreementonaformprovidedbythecitytofullyreimbursethecityforallfiscal
impacts, costs, expenses, andfees, includingbutnotlimitedtoattorneyfeesandconsultantfees,  
incurredbythecityrelatedtothecommercialcannabisactivity, andadepositinanamountas
providedforinthereimbursementagreementterms.   

17.85.060 - Statelawcompliance.  

A. Nocommercialcannabisactivityshalloperateunlessitisinpossessionofallapplicable
stateandlocallicensesorpermits, exceptasotherwisepermittedbystateand/orlocal
law.   

B. Everycommercialcannabisactivityshallsubmittothecitymanageracopyofanyand
allofitsstateandlocallicensesandpermitsrequiredforitsoperation.   



C.  Ifanyotherapplicablestateorlocallicenseorpermitforacommercialcannabisactivity
isdenied, suspended, modified, revoked, orexpired, thepermitteeshallnotifythecity
managerinwritingwithinten (10) calendardays.   

17.85.070 - Paymentoftaxes.  

Allcommercialcannabisactivityisrequiredtopayallapplicabletaxes, includingacannabis
businesstaxpursuanttoChapter4.31.   

17.85.075 – Permitsnottransferable.  

CUPsmaynotbetransferred, sold, assignedorbequeathedexpresslyorbyoperationbylaw.  
AnyattempttodirectlyorindirectlytransferacannabisbusinessCUPshallbeunlawfuland
void, andshallautomaticallyrevokethepermit.   

17.85.080 - Prohibitedoperations.  

Anycommercialcannabisactivitythatdoesnothaveboth (i) adevelopmentagreementorCUP
and (ii) aregulatorypermitrequiredunderthiscodeisexpresslyprohibitedinallcityzonesand
isherebydeclaredapublicnuisancethatmaybeabatedbythecityandissubjecttoallavailable
legalremedies, includingbutnotlimitedtocivilinjunctions.   

17.85.090 - Commercialcannabiscultivation, manufacturing, testing, processing—Interioronly.  

Allcommercialcannabiscultivation, manufacturing, processingandtestingshallbeconducted
onlyintheinteriorofenclosedstructures, facilitiesandbuildings. Allcultivationoperations,  
includingallcannabisplants, atanystageofgrowth, shallnotbevisiblefromtheexteriorofany
structure, facilityorbuildingcontainingcultivation. Allcultivation, manufacturing, testingand
processingmusttakeplaceindoors, withinapermanentstructurethatisenclosedonallsides.  
Outdoorcultivation, manufacturing, testing, andprocessingareprohibited. Portablegreenhouses
and/ornon-permanentenclosuresshallnotbeusedforcultivationunlesstheyareplacedinsideof
apermanentstructurethatisenclosedonallsides.   

17.85.100 - Penaltiesforviolations.  

A. Inadditiontoanyotherremedyallowedbylaw, anypersonwhoviolatesaprovisionof
thischapterissubjecttocriminalsanctions, civilactionsforinjunctivereliefor
otherwise, andadministrativepenalties.   

B. Violationsofthischapterconstituteaninfractionormisdemeanorandmaybeenforced
byanyapplicablelaw.   

C. Violationsofthischapterareherebydeclaredtobepublicnuisances.   



D. Eachpersonisguiltyofaseparateoffenseeachdayaviolationisallowedtocontinueand
everyviolationofthischaptershallconstituteaseparateoffenseandshallbesubjectto
allremedies.   

E. Allremediesprescribedunderthischaptershallbecumulativeandtheelectionofoneor
moreremediesshallnotbarthecityfromthepursuitofanyotherremedyforthepurpose
ofenforcingtheprovisionshereof.   


